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FROM THE EDITORS

Dear Moss Puppies,

Welcome to the firstissue of Moss Puppy Magazine, a project born out of my love for all
things creative and a tiny creature, the Moss Puggy. The original Moss Puppy made
herself known to me on the pages of an old sketchbook and has evolved into so much
more, her little howls and barks yipping and yanping until I finally listened - thus, Moss
Puppy Magazine came to be, and I am so thankful to her for that.

Moss Puppy, of course, lives in a swamp, and | thought it only fitting for our first issue's
theme to be dedicated to just that: SWAMPLAND. This is her home, and | hope you
enjoz your stay - from prose to poetry to paintings and photographty, this issue includes
all'of the weird, muddy, and messy our minds produce. Don't be afraid to take a swim -
we'll show you what's In our swamp if you show us what's in yours.

Stay muddy. Stay mossy.

Much love,
Melissa Martini, EIC

We Are The Kids of The Swamp
by Justin Morales

We sta%ger through the bog, mud squelching beneath us
We feel the tips of cattails tickling our knees as we stride

We are the kids of the swamp, we are the kings and queens
We are the rulers of this land and we protect it with our lives

We breathe the marsh’s misty air basking in its musty stench
We sense life flowing through'its thick green and brown vines

We stay out at night and listen to the cicadas sing their melodies
As we lay in the mud like beetles counting the stars that envelop the sky

We are the misfits of the mire and we will stay evergreen

o7 23N

Copyright 2021 Moss Puppy Magazine
All rights reserved.
Cover Art: Moss Art by Linda Hawkins
Editor-in-Chief: Melissa Martini | Poetry Editor: Justin Morales
mosspuppymag.wixsite.com/home

three ears media
Sponsored by https://www.threeearsmedia.com/



CONTENTS

Prose
Mina; BYPRAERIKS KaPOBF(CGWNE GFEfY: LOSSH DEAIN) rrermrrrrrrmrrrrrsrersmserssrsssrsseens 5
The Garden by Jane Pine
The Painted Frog, Uncertainly by Rick Hollon (CW: Insects, Existential Unease)
Keeper by Madeleine Tomasoa
After the Morning & Night Glue by Marie Little
Landlocked Blues by Richard Leise (CW: Drowning, Religion, Pregnancy)
Our Family Religion by Frederick Charles Melancon (CW: Religion, Alcohol)..
Annie's Bulldog by Lynn Finger (CW: Animal Death / Near Death Experience)..
A Woodland Adventure by Sarah Robin (CW: Insects)...
Men of Science by Avery Nguyen
Catfish by Melissa Flores Anderson
Ray and the Frog by Matthew McGuirk (CW: Animal Death / Near Death Experience)...
My Wife is an Alligator by Anna Lindwasser (CW: Sexual Content, Grief / Loss / Death)
Pine by Oliver Cable (CW: Death)
Golden Years by Dutch Simmons
Sometimes They Take Something Else by Kavan P. Stafford (CW: Child Endangerment)....
Will-O-Wisp by Holley Cornetto (CW: Child Endangerment)
Bones of You by Bonnie Meekums (CW: Grief / Loss / Death, Bones)..
Larva by Emily Daniels (CW: Insects, Childhood Trauma, AICONONSM) ..o

Poetry
Time Capsule by Rae Stone
By the Riverbank by Lawrence Moore (CW: Insects)..
This Isn't My Idea -Or- a Plea to the Swan Princess to Notice the Frogs & Turtles by Ellen Huang .. 8
Mired & Maurepas by Madeline Trosclair (CW: DFOWNING). ... 9
[ BULLFROG! ] & [ MIRE ] by Emmanuel Paradela (CW: Insects, Drowning)
Shrek's Restaurant, Frog Choir Rehearsal, & Alligator Safety by Catie Wiley (CW: Insects)....
The Clover Bed, My Friend & The Green Frogs Dance Their Way to Harmony by Veronica Jarboe 14
My View from the Garden by Uriah Howard Allis (CW: Animal Injury)...
Yellow Biplane by Lynn Finger
| Ate Earth by Vrinda Gandhi
Baseball & Lullaby of the Lingering Wind by Andrew McSorley
Shrek's Adventure London by Phoebe Thomson (CW: Dating)
Roots Need a Spa to Luxuriate by [rene WatSon..........ccccecveence
Long Night, Henderson Swamp & Summer Storm, Lake Bigeaux by Jack B. Bedell
Alligators in New Hampshire by William Doreski....
Mycorrhiza by Kiri DeLandé
Floridian Showers by Amanda Lopez
What | Love About This Land by Cheyenne Dunnett
On the Way to WOrk By BEth MUICANY ...t
Listening To Echobelly's “Great Things,” | Remember Childhood... & Sticky by Timmy Sutton......... 42
The Fenni & This is the Forest Primeval DY Gerry SLEWAI.......c.vvrirereirreineiesrississeessers s
Beauty of the Bog by Rebecca Munoz (CW: Death Mentioned)
The Great Escape & Snails by J. Archer Avary (CW: Death, Insects, Excrement)
Nighttime & Slugs by Mel Wilson (CW: INsects, EXPIOILATION) ..o
Our Life Together Isn't Working by Briar Ripley Page (CW: Insects, Drugs, Alcohol, Excrement)..... 59
Bog byAndiea LaWs seseremem e e e s
Dominion by Katie Manning (CW: Animal Death)....
Swampwater by John C. Polles (CW: Drowning)
Natural Shift DY RNIGNNG LEVI. ..o




CONTENTS

In My Garden by Adam Chabot....
Murky Water by Robin Williams (CW: Drowning, Implied Sexual Assault
Driftwood Heart by Haley Wilder
Quiet by Irene Watson
In a Swamp with Cass by Kenneth Pobo
Maracand & Natives by Mariana Feyt
IFET & WIFIE! 5], LALITRE BIBIBY cussssssssssussssassiamssssssassussssssussmusssssasssussssssssassasssssssssssisassiassssssssassiassasssasssssssissssiass
Jazz Swale by Pea Flower Tomioka (CW: Sexual Content / Themes, Insects)
Folk of the Glade by Perry Wyatt (CW: Inability to Eat)

Dappled Light in Shadow by James Reitter

the world within the world within you by Manahil Bandukwala
The Zig-Zag Line & The Pilgrim’s Way by Manahil Bandukwala ...
Swamp Dreams & Self-Portrait as a Marimo Moss Ball by Hikari Leilani Miya (CW: Pills, Blood).....80

Swamp Queen by Corinna SChulenbUrg (CW: BrUISES) ... 81
Ladies with the Lanterns & Tiny Feet by Jennifer Mitchell (CW: Bruises, Child Endangerment)......83
Osteogloss|dae & OKeechobee by MUKUNG GNANadESIKAN ..cvwsmssmsmsmmmmssmsssssss 85

Alligators in a Frozen Bayou by Jenny Wong....
In the Weeds by Jessica Frelow ....
Root Ball by Jennifer Macbain-Stephens (CW: Being Watched
Holding a Plan and Your Dreams DY SIaWKa G. SCArSO.......c.iriiirieriesiesisssseseesessssereeseens

| Dream I'm Lost in a Swamp with ee cummings & Waltzing on Swampland by Kathleen Stancik.90
Artwork

MOSS At DY LINA@ HAWKINS ...

A Pugdlefil Brisky By HEIET IGWYIT | OTTES uuusssssmssamusssmusssssssssisssiasiasssmssismsssmsmnsssmm
Fuzzy Bug by Linda Hawkins (CW: Insects)
Hold On, Hold On by Sharon Denmark
Turkey Tail & The Chain by Sharon Denmark
Untitled by Jim Zola
Orange Buds by Jasmine Kaur
Two Trees 2019 & Harbour by M. Patrick RIggin ...
Interstitial & Desmond, Riding Horse by George L. Stein (CW: Weaponry).....
Step Into the Mist by Helen Gwyn Jones
Bob and Ripple by Helen Gwyn jones
Underwater Meadow by Beth Mulcahy
Beauty of Sphagnum Moss & Spruce Cone Landed Perfectly by Mojca Bozja..
Looking Up at Leaves Against the Sky by Jasmine Kaur
A Kaleidoscope of Leaves in the Sky 1 & 2 by Jasmine Kaur ...
Harper's Stem by Rebecca Munoz (CW: Insects)
Tortuga Trepadora by Rebecca Munoz
Botany by Cristine Gostinski
butterflies as wishbones or flowers - either way it'll steal... by Rachael Crosbie (CW: Insects)........ 56
View by Beatriz Seelaender
Cave Woman by Angel Walker
Mother Earth & Gaia and the Green Man by Angel Walker ....
Open Window by Edward Supranowicz
Hugh's Boots by Helen Gwyn Jones
Fern by Helen Gwyn Jones
Lotus by Arden Hunter,




